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THE FIRST ASSAULT ON MADRID
OCTOBER 1936
THE next move for General Franco was to order
General Varela to march on Madrid, The situation
was a strange one.  In a great semicircle the troops of
General Mola held the heights of the Guadarrama range
from near Signenza to Robledo de Chavela and south of
the Esconal. There the ground was rocky, the roads ran
through ravines, and progress would be difficult.  In the
plains of the Tagus valley practically from the foothills of
the Gredos range to Toledo was strung out the army of
General Varela, which with the addition of General
Monastery's cavalry and some militia units under Colonel
Rada did not number more than 30,000 men. The only
solution was a very rapid march forward and a brave
attempt at carrying Madrid in a single assault. This
attempt was made and failed.
The speeches and receptions over, General Franco, now
sole dictator of Spam, turned his attention once more to
the war. He decided that, however pressing might be the
demands from Vitoria, facing Bilbao, and Saragossa, facing
Barcelona, precedence for the time being should be given
to two fronts, Oviedo and Madrid. At Oviedo, General
Aranda was being besieged by twelve thousand miners and
Red militiamen. He had barely two thousand men left
to defend the city against the Astunan dynamteros.
Relief forces were sent to prevent the Reds having a
tuccess to balance their defeat at Toledo, and on October
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